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 Introduction and Summary of the Year 
Phil Jones 

 
What a great year. Many species had their most productive breeding season for many years and this resulted 
in a record catch for the group. Apart from a small reduction last year, the annual total has increa sed each 
year since 2000. Many species were caught in record numbers including Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
Woodpigeon, Meadow Pipit, Dunnock, Jackdaw, Greenfinch, Whitethroat and Cettiõs Warbler. 
 
A fourth group member joined one of the BTOõs nest finding courses held in Sussex. This additional 
awareness of nest finding techniques has led to an increase in the number of nest record cards submitted 
electronically by the group. In 2008 we completed 216 cards, this has risen to 237 in 2009. The number of 
pulli r inged also increased to a record of 1,072. It was pleasing that the percentage of tit cards decreased 
from 82% to 68%. Infrequently recorded nests for the group included 23 Coot, 7 Canada Geese, four Wren and 
three Jackdaw.  
 
No new sites were worked this y ear. Crossness was our most productive site with 1,944 birds ringed. Bromhey 
was ringed the whole year for the first time and produced an excellent catch of 1,389 birds ringed. Other 
increases included Eynsford, Ruxley, Shorne and Tandridge. 
 
As usual there were some interesting controls and recoveries. Special mention must be made of the Swedish 
and German Dunlin controlled at Crossness, both having been controlled at the same site in previous winters. 
A number of our birds were recovered abroad including single Dunlin to Sweden, Black-headed Gull to 
Poland, Blackbird to Holland, Reed Warbler to Belgium, Chiffchaff to Spain and Linnet to France. Our oldest 
retrap was a Canada Goose caught nine years after ringing and a Long-tailed Tit of just under six year s also 
deserves a mention. A Reed Warbler retrapped six seasons later will probably have flown at least 50,000 kms 
during its life so far, an amazing feat for a bird that usually weighs only about 11 grams.  
 
Finally it is very pleasing that the group is co ntinuing to expand. I would like to welcome our three new 
trainees, these being Michael Hodges, Philippa Leathers and Richard Winston. Also thanks to Lucy James for 
her hard work and support, she has now moved out of the area but will continue to ring.  
 
 

 

Annual Ringing Totals 1968 ð 2009 
 

ANNUAL RINGING TOTALS 1968 ς 2009                   

Year   Juv/Adult   Pullus   Total   Year   Juv/Adult   Pullus   Total 

1968 
 

989 
   

989 
 

1989 
 

6,009 
 

193 
 

6,202 
1969 

 
1,331 

 
301 

 
1,632 

 
1990 

 
4,829 

 
213 

 
5,042 

1970 
 

2,761 
 

148 
 

2,909 
 

1991 
 

4,176 
 

169 
 

4,345 
1971 

 
2,200 

 
89 

 
2,289 

 
1992 

 
3,498 

 
224 

 
3,722 

1972 
 

1,663 
 

94 
 

1,757 
 

1993 
 

3,281 
 

134 
 

3,415 
1973 

 
2,003 

 
136 

 
2,139 

 
1994 

 
2,981 

 
107 

 
3,088 

1974 
 

2,693 
 

77 
 

2,770 
 

1995 
 

2,351 
 

176 
 

2,527 
1975 

 
6,282 

 
150 

 
6,432 

 
1996 

 
2,197 

 
107 

 
2,304 

1976 
 

4,931 
 

192 
 

5,123 
 

1997 
 

2,637 
 

358 
 

2,995 
1977 

 
6,435 

 
199 

 
6,634 

 
1998 

 
1,846 

 
408 

 
2,254 

1978 
 

4,357 
 

243 
 

4,600 
 

1999 
 

1,124 
 

474 
 

1,598 
1979 

 
4,075 

 
89 

 
4,164 

 
2000 

 
1,227 

 
364 

 
1,591 

1980 
 

6,519 
 

298 
 

6,817 
 

2001 
 

1,434 
 

357 
 

1,791 
1981 

 
6,474 

 
306 

 
6,780 

 
2002 

 
1,943 

 
295 

 
2,238 

1982 
 

4,515 
 

230 
 

4,745 
 

2003 
 

2,419 
 

338 
 

2,757 
1983 

 
4,388 

 
334 

 
4,722 

 
2004 

 
2,548 

 
429 

 
2,977 

1984 
 

4,951 
 

153 
 

5,104 
 

2005 
 

2,732 
 

814 
 

3,546 
1985 

 
5,473 

 
213 

 
5,686 

 
2006 

 
4,479 

 
846 

 
5,325 

1986 
 

7,439 
 

90 
 

7,529 
 

2007 
 

5,160 
 

846 
 

6,006 
1987 

 
5,101 

 
158 

 
5,259 

 
2008 

 
4,918 

 
925 

 
5,843 

1988 
 

5,822 
 

170 
 

5,992 
 

2009 
 

6,961 
 

1,072 
 

8,033 

                Totals   159,152   12,519   171,671 
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Species Ringing Totals for 2009 & Grand Totals 1968 to 2009 
 

SPECIES 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2009 

Little Grebe  
   

3 

Great Crested Grebe 
   

3 

Bittern  
   

1 

Grey Heron 
   

2 

Mute Swan 1 
 

1 32 

Pink-footed Goose 
   

1 

Greylag Goose 30 
 

30 1,659 

Canada Goose 43 
 

43 1,286 

Barnacle Goose 
   

1 

Egyptian Goose 
   

1 

Eurasian Teal 
   

22 

Mallard 
   

47 

Pintail  
   

1 

Goshawk 
   

1 

Sparrowhawk 8 
 

8 68 

Kestrel 1 8 9 72 

Merlin 
   

1 

Red-legged Partridge 
   

4 

Grey Partridge 
   

2 

Water Rail 
   

10 

Moorhen 
   

125 

Coot 
   

22 

Oystercatcher 
   

3 

Little Ringed Plover  
   

35 

Ringed Plover 
   

79 

Grey Plover 
   

1 

Lapwing 
   

54 

Knot 
   

1 

Little Stint  
   

1 

Curlew Sandpiper 
   

2 

Purple Sandpiper 
   

1 

Dunlin 25 
 

25 2,213 

Ruff 
   

2 

Jack Snipe 
   

32 

Snipe 1 
 

1 124 

Woodcock 
   

3 

Redshank 
   

302 

Greenshank 
   

2 

Green Sandpiper 
   

21 

Common Sandpiper 
   

155 

Great Skua 
   

1 
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SPECIES 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2009 

Black-headed Gull 
   

2,206 

Common Gull 
   

42 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
   

4 

Herring Gull  
   

3 

Great Black-backed Gull 
   

1 

Guillemot  
   

1 

Stock Dove 
 

6 6 13 

Woodpigeon 14 
 

14 246 

Turtle Dove 
   

56 

Collared Dove 8 
 

8 132 

Ring-necked Parakeet 2 
 

2 10 

Cuckoo 
   

25 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
   

1 

Barn Owl 
 

6 6 49 

Little Owl  1 
 

1 18 

Tawny Owl 
   

10 

Long-eared Owl 
   

19 

Nightjar  2 
 

2 44 

Swift  
   

183 

Kingfisher 9 
 

9 363 

Green Woodpecker 19 
 

19 147 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 38 
 

38 351 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
   

23 

Sky Lark 
   

95 

Sand Martin 5 
 

5 1,785 

Swallow 88 67 155 1,606 

House Martin 2 
 

2 3,449 

Tree Pipit  
   

80 

Meadow Pipit 206 
 

206 841 

Rock Pipit 
   

45 

Yellow Wagtail  
   

208 

Grey Wagtail 
   

33 

Pied Wagtail 1 2 3 1,386 

Wren 147 10 157 4,470 

Dunnock 290 
 

290 6,420 

Robin 256 10 266 5,163 

Nightingale 3 
 

3 26 

Black Redstart 
   

24 

Redstart 1 
 

1 22 

Whinchat 1 
 

1 22 

Stonechat 21 
 

21 105 

Wheatear 
   

20 

Blackbird 326 9 335 9,963 
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SPECIES 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2009 

Fieldfare  19 
 

19 395 

Song Thrush 109 
 

109 4,664 

Redwing 81 
 

81 1,310 

Mistle Thrush 3 
 

3 404 

Cetti's Warbler  23 
 

23 43 

Grasshopper Warbler 1 
 

1 9 

Sedge Warbler 146 
 

146 2,070 

Marsh Warbler 1 
 

1 2 

Reed Warbler 469 1 470 8,954 

Melodious Warbler 
   

1 

Lesser Whitethroat  55 
 

55 810 

Whitethroat  606 1 607 2,938 

Garden Warbler 21 
 

21 830 

Blackcap 397 
 

397 3,511 

Chiffchaff  181 
 

181 2,154 

Willow Warbler  21 
 

21 3,020 

Wood Warbler 
   

4 

Goldcrest 18 
 

18 1,168 

Firecrest  1 
 

1 10 

Spotted Flycatcher  
   

188 

Pied Flycatcher 1 
 

1 12 

Bearded Tit 
   

105 

Long-tailed Tit  133 
 

133 2,692 

Marsh Tit 1 8 9 68 

Willow Tit  
   

179 

Coal Tit 10 
 

10 1,041 

Blue Tit  795 473 1,268 25,150 

Great Tit  430 442 872 10,798 

Nuthatch 4 
 

4 243 

Treecreeper 13 
 

13 340 

Great Grey Shrike 
   

2 

Jay 7 
 

7 402 

Magpie 4 
 

4 152 

Jackdaw 
 

16 16 25 

Carrion Crow 
   

13 

Starling 29 12 41 4,978 

House Sparrow 152 
 

152 780 

Tree Sparrow 
   

930 

Chaffinch 420 
 

420 5,151 

Brambling 1 
 

1 532 

Greenfinch 746 
 

746 16,838 

Goldfinch 231 
 

231 3,367 

Siskin 106 
 

106 3,471 
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SPECIES 
Full 

grown 
Pullus Totals 

Grand Totals 
1968-2009 

Linnet  83 1 84 2,792 

Common Redpoll 1 
 

1 1 

Lesser Redpoll 33 
 

33 7,546 

Crossbill 
   

2 

Bullfinch  12 
 

12 2,722 

Hawfinch 
   

31 

Yellowhammer 
   

563 

Reed Bunting 46 
 

46 2,060 

Corn Bunting 2 
 

2 94 

Totals 6,961 1,072 8,033 171,671 

 

Individual Site Totals 2009 

Ringing site County Grid Ref 
Full 

grown 
Pulli 

Retraps/ 
Controls 

Total 

Bough Beech GBKEN TQ4948 279 10 28 317 

Brook Farm GBSUR TQ3749   39   39 

Blindley Heath Cricket Club  GBSUR TQ3645   3   3 

near Dormansland GBSUR TQ4241   10   10 

Chalk GBKEN TQ6772 136 7 32 175 

Crossness Sewage Works GBGLO TQ4980 1,894 50 922 2,866 

Eynsford GBKEN TQ5365 693   180 873 

Fawkenham GBKEN TQ5765   13   13 

Greenwich Park GBGLO TQ3977 15   1 16 

Hadlow College GBKEN TQ6450 18   1 19 

Hayes GBGLO TQ4065 50 169 11 230 

Higham Marshes GBMED TQ7175 234 24 127 385 

Nr Chalkhurst GBKEN TQ5364 55   4 59 

Jubilee Park GBGLO TQ4368 4 110   114 

Farnborough GBGLO TQ4462   8   8 

Kemsing GBKEN TQ5658   8   8 

Knights, Nags Hall GBSUR TQ3651   10 1 11 

Knockholt GBKEN TQ4759   23   23 

Laundry Meadow, Chalkhurst GBKEN TQ5364 4     4 

Mereworth Woods GBKEN TQ6455 2 140   142 

Newhouse Farm GBSUR TQ3749   18   18 

Bromhey Farm GBMED TQ7676 1,386 3 559 1,948 

Oxleas Wood GBGLO TQ4476 3 266   269 

Near Ruxley GBGLO TQ4769 119   44 163 

Shorne Marshes, Gravesend GBKEN TQ6774 947 8 172 1,127 

Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve GBKEN TQ5256 694 135 371 1,200 

Tandridge GBSUR TQ3750 428 15 118 561 

Tedham Farm, Whitewood GBSUR TQ3445   3   3 

Totals 6,961 1,072 2,571 10,604 
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Nest Record Cards 
The group submitted 237 nest record cards to the BTO during 2009; the analysis is as follows: 
 

Species 
Number 
of nests 

Average 
number 
of eggs 

Average 
number 
of pulli 

Average 
number 
of visits 

Success Failure 
Unknown 
outcome 

Barn Owl 2 4.0 3.0 4.0 100% 0% 0% 

Blackbird 2 3.5 1.5 3.0 50% 50% 0% 

Blue Tit 69 10.5 9.0 6.5 90% 10% 0% 

Canada Goose 7 4.1 1.6 4.0 29% 43% 29% 

Collared Dove 1 2.0 2.0 2.0 100% 0% 0% 

Coot 23 2.2 1.7 5.0 57% 0% 43% 

Great Tit 92 8.7 7.1 6.3 89% 9% 2% 

Jackdaw 3 3.7 2.3 4.3 67% 33% 0% 

Kestrel 3 4.3 2.7 3.0 67% 33% 0% 

Mallard 1 2.0 0.0 2.0 0% 100% 0% 

Mute Swan 1 6.0 6.0 6.0 100% 0% 0% 

Pied Wagtail 1 4.0 4.0 4.0 100% 0% 0% 

Robin 1 5.0 5.0 3.0 100% 0% 0% 

Spotted Flycatcher 1 5.0 5.0 2.0 100% 0% 0% 

Starling 4 4.8 3.3 5.0 75% 25% 0% 

Stock Dove 2 2.0 2.0 2.0 100% 0% 0% 

Swallow 16 4.7 4.6 6.4 88% 6% 6% 

Tawny Owl 2 2.0 2.0 2.5 0% 50% 50% 

Woodpigeon 2 2.0 0.5 4.5 50% 50% 0% 

Wren 4 5.8 2.5 8.3 50% 50% 0% 

Total 237  
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Recoveries and Controls 
 

Age when ringed:  This is given according to the EURING code. The figures do not represent years. Interpretation is as follows:  

 1  Pullus (nestling or chick).  

                                           2  Fully-grown, year of hatching unknown.  

                                           3  Hatched during calendar year of ringing.  

                                           4  Hatched before calendar year of ringing, exact year unknown.  

                                             5  Hatched during previous calendar year.  

                                             6  Hatched before previous calendar year, exact year unknown.  

 7 Definitely hatched two calendar years ago  

 8 Hatched three or more years ago 

 

                                       F = Female,   M = Male,  J = In juvenile plumage  

 

Condition at recovery:            X  Found dead. 

                                              XF  Found freshly dead or dying.  

                                              XL  Found dead (not recent).  

                                                +  Shot or intentionally killed by man.  

                                                SR  Found sick or injured ð released with ring.  

                                           S  Found sick or injured ð not known to have been released.  

                                           A  Alive & healthy  - fate unknown.  

                                          AC  Alive & healthy ð taken into captivity.  

                                             V  Alive & healthy, c aught and released, not by a ringer.  

                                           VV  Alive & healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field  

  R  Caught & released by a ringer 

  RR  Alive & healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field by a ringer  

                                                //   Condition on finding wholly unknown.  

 

  
Greylag Goose  Anser anser 

5167145 3F 20/06/1993  Sevenoaks: 51°17'N 0°10'E (TQ5257) (Kent)  

 X 20/09/2009  Darenth: 51°24'N 0°15'E (TQ5670) (Kent)    

    14km, NNE, 16 yrs 92days 

The finding date of this bird is assumed as only the ring was found.  

5237337 4 26/06/2005  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 X 12/10/2009  Ardingly Reservoir: 51°3'N 0°6'W (TQ3329) (West Sussex)    

    33km, SW, 4 yrs 108days 

5243363 3 25/06/2006  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 22/04/2007  Beddington Sewage Farm: 51°23'N 0°9'W (TQ2966) (Greater London)    

 R 24/06/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

 VV 08/12/2008  Kelsey Park, Bromley: 51°24'N 0°2'W (TQ3768) (Greater London)    

 VV 09/03/2009  Kelsey Park, Bromley: 51°24'N 0°2'W (TQ3768) (Greater London)    

    20km, NW, 2 yrs 257days 

Interesting to see that this bird returned at least once to Sevenoaks  W.R. to moult. It would be worth 
investigating similar occurrences. 

5243378 4 25/06/2006  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 11/01/2008  Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex)    

 VV 10/01/2009  Walland Marsh: 50°59'N 0°50'E (TQ9924) (Kent)    

 VV 25/09/2009  Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex) 

 VV 28/12/2009  Warnham Mill Pond, Horsham: 51°4'N 0°20'W (TQ1732) (West Sussex)    

 VV 03/01/2010  Scotney Court: 50°56'N 0°52'E (TR0119) (East Sussex)    

    62km, SE, 3 yrs 192days 
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5246104 4 15/06/2008  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 05/01/2009  Hyde Park: 51°30'N 0°10'W (TQ2780) (Greater London)    

    34km, NW, 204 days 

5246134 4 15/06/2008  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 26/12/2009  Wennington Marshes: 51°30'N 0°12'E (TQ5380) (Greater London)    

    24km, N, 1 yr 194days 

5246177 4 14/06/2009  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 RR 08/10/2009  Dungeness: 50°54'N 0°57'E (TR0716) (Kent)    

    68km, SE, 116 days 

5246179 4 14/06/2009  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 RR 08/10/2009  Dungeness: 50°54'N 0°57'E (TR0716) (Kent)    

    68km, SE, 116 days 

5251054 4 25/ 06/2006 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 R 24/06/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)   364 days 

 VV 02/01/2009  Hildenborough, Tonbridge: 51°14'N 0°14'E (TQ5650) (Kent)   

    7km, SSE, 2 yrs 191days 

 

 
Greater Canada Goose  Branta canadensis  

5240887 4 07/07/2008  Clapham Common: 51°27'N 0°10'W (TQ2874) (Greater London)  

 R 14/06/2009  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    31km, SE, 342 days 

5243328 4 26/06/2005  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  
 +F 19/10/2008  Peasmarsh: 50°59'N 0°40'E (TQ8724) (East Sussex)    

    47km, SE, 3 yrs 115days 

5247377 4 14/06/2009  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 08/09/2009  Mercers Park, Nutfield: 51°15'N 0°8'W (TQ3052) (Surrey)    

    22km, W, 86 days 

5251067 4 24/06/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 VV 12/12/2009  Orpington: 51°22'N 0°6'E (TQ4666) (Greater London)    

    11km, NNW, 2 yrs 171days 

5251083 4 24/06/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 +F 09/11/2008  New Holme, Kingston, Lewes: 50°51'N 0°2'W (TQ3908) (East Sussex)    

    50km, SSW, 1 yr 138days 
 

 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   

ER76674 1 19/06/2009  Kemsing: 51°18'N 0°14'E (TQ5658) (Kent)  

 X 19/09/2009  Farningham: 51°22'N 0°14'E (TQ5566) (Kent)    

    7km, N, 92 days 

 
 
Dunlin Calidris alpina   

3455405 3 25/09/1997  Skanors Revlar: 55°26'N 12°50'E (Malmohus) , Sweden 

SVS R 11/02/2006  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  945km, WSW, 8 yrs 139days 

  R 24/12/2008  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  945km, WSW, 11 yrs 90days 

OA89621 3 11/09/2000  Langenwerder, Mecklenburg: 54°2'N 11°30 'E Germany  
DEH  R 26/02/2003  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead : 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  813km, WSW, 2 yrs 168days 

  R 21/02/2009  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  813km, WSW, 8 yrs 163days 
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NT86043 5 29/02/2004  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 22/07/2009  Skanor, Malmohus: 55°24'N 12°54'E (Malmohus) , Sweden,  

    948km, ENE, 5 yrs 144days 

 

 

Redshank Tringa totanus  

DD23025 4 23/07/2005  Kingsnorth Power Station, Isle of Grain: 51°25'N 0°35'E (TQ8072) (Kent)  

 R 24/12/2008  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  31km, WNW, 3 yrs 154days 
 

 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  

EP30643 8 01/01/1997  Long Reach Sewage Works: 51°28'N 0°13'E (TQ5576) (Kent) 
  R 23/03/2002  Gdynia-Lezyce: 54°32'N 18°23'E (Gdansk), Poland  
     1,260km, ENE, 5 yrs 81 days 

EP30665 8 01/01/1997  Long Reach Sewage Works: 51°28'N 0°13'E (TQ5576) (Kent)  

 R 07/03/2009  Pitsea Marsh: 51°32'N 0°30'E (TQ7385) (Essex)    

    21km, ENE, 12 yrs 65days 

 

 

Barn Owl Tyto alba  

GC28270 1 06/07/2007  Kings Farm, South Godstone: 51°12'N 0°4'W (TQ3547) (Surrey)  

 R 10/07/2009  Knepp Castle: 50°59'N 0°22'W (TQ1521) (West Sussex)    

    32km, SW, 2 yrs 4days 

Our first Barn Owl recovery, recorded as a breeding female.  

 

 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  

SB35872 3F 04/12/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 R 27/05/2008  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

 XF 25/02/2009  Cliffe Pools: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7275) (Medway)    

    0km, 1 yr 83days 

This unfortunate bird achieved p osthumous fame, being mentioned on the BTO ringing blog. It was 
apparently in the habit of taking a short cut through a factory that was opera ting seven days a week. When 
the credit crunch hit , the factory went to  a three day working and the bird was trapped inside.  

 

 

Swallow Hirundo rustica  

X709506 1 16/07/2009  Brook Farm: 51°13'N 0°2'W (TQ3749) (Surrey)  

 R 20/08/2009  Stanwell Moor: 51°27'N 0°32'W (TQ0274) (Surrey)    

    43km, NW, 35 days 

 

 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

X020194 3J 25/08/2009   Ordfordness: 52°5'N 1°34'E (TM4549) (Suffolk)  

 R 26/09/2009   Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

     108km, SW, 32 days 

 

 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  

CAK615 3J 30/06/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 XF 10/04/2009  Sevenoaks: 51°17'N 0°12'E (TQ5356) (Kent)    

    1km, E, 1 yr 284days 
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CCC969 1 15/06/2009  Hayes: 51°22'N 0°1'E (TQ4065) (Greater London)  

 XF 08/09/2009  West Wickham: 51°21'N 0°1'E (TQ4064) (Greater London)    

    2km, S, 85 days 

 

 
Robin  Erithacus rubecula  

V405841 5 11/02/2007  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 

 XF 02/02/2009  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 

V702464 3J 15/06/2009   Kingsnorth Power Station, Isle of Grain: 51°25'N 0°35'E (TQ8072) (Kent)  
 R 24/08/2009   Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    
     5km, NW, 70 days 

 

 
Blackbird  Turdus merula  

CW93823 5F 08/01/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 R 04/02/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

 R 10/02/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway) 

 R 03/03/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

 XF 20/03/2009  Dreisum: 53°19'N 6°2'E (Friesland) , Netherlands,  

    431km, ENE, 2 yrs 71days 

This appears to be another example of a bird wintering in the UK and  then returning to the continent each 
year to breed.  

LA30405 6M 24/02/2008  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 
 XF 06/03/2009  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 
Road casualty   0km, 1yr 10 days 

LA30446 5M 08/02/2009   Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey)  
 XF 16/12/2009   Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey)    
     311 days 

LA73110 3JM 06/08/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  
 R 21/01/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    9km, E, 168 days 

An inter -site movement.  

 

 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  

V376719 3M 13/07/2008  Isle of Grain  Power Station: 51°26'N 0°42'E (TQ8875) (Kent)  

 R 06/10/2008  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    12km, W, 85 days 

X268672 4F 13/04/2009  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 20/04/2009  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

    23km, ESE, 7 days 

Given the species involved, X268672 is a rather interesting inter -site movement.  

 

 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  

X268939 4 23/04/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 21/06/2009  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    9km, W, 59 days 

An inter -site movement  

X731406 3 06/09/2009  Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 13/09/2009  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  76km, NNW, 7 days 
Yes the dates are the right way around! This bird  taking a quick journey north before hopefully correcting its 
migration  course.  
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Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

V405799 4M 15/05/2007  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 R 26/04/2009  Beddington Sewage Farm: 51°23'N 0°9'W (TQ2966) (Greater London)    

    43km, W, 1 yr 346days 

V642533 3 31/08/2008  Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 13/09/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    62km, NNW, 13 days 

V642925 3 09/09/2008  Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)  

 R 26/07/2009  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)    

    54km, NW, 320 days 

V758158 3J 12/08/2007  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 02/08/2008  Great Meadow Pond, Windsor: 51°25'N 0°37'W (SU9670) (Slough)    

    54km, W, 356 days 

V758244 3 19/08/2007  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 01/08/2009  Icklesham: 50°54'N 0°40'E (TQ8815) (East Sussex)    

    76km, SSE, 1 yr 347days 

X190143 3J 30/07/2008  Sandwich Bay Estate: 51°16'N 1°23'E (TR3657) (Kent)  

 R 06/08/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)    

    71km, WNW, 7 days 

X268505 3J 03/08/2008  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 22/08/2008  Assenede: 51°14'N 3°46'E (Oost-Vlaanderen), Belgium,  

    253km, E, 19 days 

This is our first recovery of this species in Belgium.  

X516650 4M 17/06/2009   Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 R 20/06/2009   Bedfont Lakes: 51°26'N 0°28'W (TQ0772) (Greater London)    

     65km, W, 3 days 

X709088 4F 03/06/2009  Near Ruxley: 51°24'N 0°6'E (TQ4769) (Greater London)  

 R 02/08/2009  Great Livermere: 52°18'N 0°45'E (TL8871) (Suffolk)    

    109km, NNE, 60 days 

This bird was recorded as breeding female at Ruxley in June, so quite what it was doing in Suffolk in early 
August is rather puzzling.  

 

 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  

V405258 5F 27/05/2008  Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)  

 R 20/09/2008  Wraysbury Gravel Pits: 51°27'N 0°33'W (TQ0173) (Greater London)    

    53km, W, 116 days 

V967269 3J 12/07/2008  Queen Mary Reservoir: 51°25'N 0°29'W (TQ0670) (Surrey)  

 R 18/04/2009  Greenwich Park: 51°28'N 0°0'E (TQ3977) (Greater London)    

    34km, E, 280 days 

A nice control during a public ringing demonstration.  

X268231 3J 31/07/2008  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)  

 XF 26/04/2009  Over Wallop, Stockbridge: 51°8'N 1°36'W (SU2838) (Hampshire)    

    148km, WSW, 269 days 

 

 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   

BTE875 3 12/09/2009   Waterhay, Ashton Keynes: 51°38'N 1°55'W (SU0693) (Wiltshire)  

 R 27/09/2009   Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
   143km, E, 15 days 
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CAK667 3 01/09/2007  Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve: 51°17'N 0°11'E (TQ5256) (Kent)  

 R 26/10/2008  Navalvillar de Pela: 39°6'N 5°29'W (Badajoz), Spain,  

    1424km, SSW, 1 yr 55days 

This is only our second foreign recovery for this species . It was controlled in central Spain, between Cordoba 
and Madrid. Our first recovery was also ringed at Sevenoaks, and was found dead in Morocco in December 
2001. 

 

 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 

V405870 5 11/02/2007  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 
  X 18/01/2009  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey) 
     0km, 707 days 
Found dead in a water container.  

X039777 1 15/05/2009  Hayes: 51°22'N 0°1'E (TQ4065) (Greater London)  

 XF 02/06/2009  West Wickham: 51°21'N 0°1'E (TQ4064) (Greater London)    

    2km, S, 18 days 

X376144 3J 13/09/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 18/02/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    9km, E, 158 days 

An inter -site movement  

X709042 1 15/05/2009  Hayes: 51°22'N 0°1'E (TQ4065) (Greater London)  

 R 11/10/2009  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead : 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)    
  17km, NNE, 149 days 
An inter -site movement  
 

 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris  

LA30452 1 07/05/2009  Tandridge: 51°14'N 0°2'W (TQ3750) (Surrey)  

 XF 13/07/2009  Edenbridge: 51°12'N 0°4'E (TQ4447) (Kent)    

    8km, ESE, 67 days 

 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

TL95784 3J 03/06/2009  Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)  

 XF 08/08/2009  Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)    

    0km, 66 days 

 

 
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  

TE30000 4 10/07/2008  Kingsnorth Power Station, Isle of Grain: 51°25'N 0°35'E (TQ8072) (Kent)  

 R 12/06/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    5km, NW, 337 days 

TJ34892 5F 17/02/2008  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 R 30/0 3/2009 near Eynsford: 51°22'N 0°12'E (TQ5365) (Kent)    

    15km, SSE, 1 yr 41days 

An inter -site movement  

TJ71505 3JM 22/08/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 XF 07/04/2009  Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°21'E (TQ6374) (Kent)    

    3km, W, 228 days 

TJ71743 3F 19/10/2008  Bough Beech: 51°13'N 0°8'E (TQ4948) (Kent)  

 XF 20/03/2009  Pembury: 51°8'N 0°19'E (TQ6240) (Kent)    

    16km, SE, 152 days 
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TL48607 3JF 16/08/2008  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 XF 20/07/2009  Abbey Wood: 51°29'N 0°6'E (TQ4678) (Greater London)    

    4km, WSW, 338 days 

TL48726 3M 05/12/2008  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 XF 08/04/2009  Perry Hill, Cliffe: 51°26'N 0°30'E (TQ7474) (Kent)    

    3km, SW, 124 days 

TL48981 3JF 13/08/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 02/11/2009  Kingsnorth Power Station, Isle of Grain: 51°25'N 0°35'E (TQ8072) (Kent)    

    5km, SE, 81 days 

TP61521 3JF 12/07/2009  Crossness LNR, Thamesmead: 51°30'N 0°9'E (TQ4980) (Greater London)  

 X 21/08/2009  Lamberhurst: 51°6'N 0°24'E (TQ6836) (Kent)    

    48km, SSE, 40 days 

TP61734 3F 21/09/2009  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)  

 R 02/11/2009  Kingsnorth Power Station, Isle of Grain: 51°25'N 0°35'E (TQ8072) (Kent)    

    5km, SE, 42 days 

  

 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

X268327 3M 15/08/2008  Shorne Marshes, Gravesend: 51°26'N 0°24'E (TQ6774) (Kent)  

 R 02/04/2009  La Neuville: 50°29'N 3°2'E (Nord), France,  

    212km, ESE, 230 days 

This is our second foreign Linnet recovery , controlled in a forested area just south of Lille. The first was to 
Meulebeke, Belgium way back in 1984. 

 

 

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret  

X193299 3 10/10/2008  Sandwich Bay Estate: 51°16'N 1°23'E (TR3657) (Kent)  

 R 12/12/2008  Bromhey Farm: 51°27'N 0°32'E (TQ7676) (Medway)    

    62km, WNW, 63 days 

 

 

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus  

X382516 3M 28/10/2008  Nagden Marsh, Faversham: 51°20'N 0°54'E (TR0264) (Kent)  

 R 07/12/2008  Higham Marshes: 51°27'N 0°28'E (TQ7175) (Medway)    

    33km, WNW, 40 days 
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Recoveries and Controls 2009 
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Birds Ringed in Previous Years & Recaptured in 2009 
This table shows the initial year of ringing for all retraps  and recoveries recorded by the group during 2009. 

 

Species 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 
Prev. 
Years 

Greylag Goose 30 5 7 4  2  

Canada Goose 6 6 4 2 1 4 3 

Dunlin  2  1 1 1  

Barn Owl  1      

Kingfisher 1 1      

Green Woodpecker 6 1      

Gt . Spotted Woodpecker 4  3     

Meadow Pipit 3       

Wren 22 10 1     

Dunnock 40 22 6 6    

Robin 20 9 2 2    

Stonechat 1       

Blackbird 69 17 9 6 1 1  

Song Thrush 4 2      

Mistle Thrush 1       

Cettiõs Warbler 2 2      

Sedge Warbler 2 1 1     

Reed Warbler 16 14 1  1 1  

Lesser Whitethroat  1       

Whitethroat  12 9 2 2 2   

Garden Warbler  1      

Blackcap 7 3 2     

Chiffchaff  1 1      

Goldcrest 6       

Long-tailed Tit  17 6  1 2 1  

Blue Tit  64 33 19 3 3 2  

Great Tit  51 22 8 8 3   

Nuthatch  1      

Treecreeper 1       

Jay 1 1      

Starling 1       

House Sparrow 13 1      

Chaffinch 13 4 1     

Greenfinch 34 3 1 2    

Goldfinch 2       

Siskin  1      

Linnet  3 2      

Bullfinch  1 2      

Reed Bunting 3 2      

 

The oldest retrap in 2009 was a Canada Goose ringed at Sevenoaks WR on 18/06/00 and retrapped there on 

14/06/09. More interesting are the Long -tailed Tit retrap records, with the oldest being a birds ringed at 

SWR on 19/10/03 and retrapped there on 09/08/09 a further two retaps at the same site were from 2004.  A 

Blackbird ringed at SWR on 08/06/03 was retrapped there on 10/05/09. Two Blue Tits from 2003 were also 

reported from SWR. The oldest summer migrant recorded was a Reed Warbler ringed at SWR on 01/06/03 and 

retrapped there on 31/05/09. Whitethroat retrap s of more than three years have been rare but this year 

provided two records from 2004 with the oldest a bird ringed on 02/05/04 and retrapped on 31/05/09.  
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Birds Ringed by the Group and Reported Abroad 1968-2009 
 

 

Species Irl Hol Bel Fra Spa Por Ita Mor Tun Fin Nor Swe Den Bal Rus Pol Cze Ger Oth Totals 

Greylag Goose   1                                   1 

Pintail                          1             1 

Little R inged Plover       1                               1 

Ringed Plover               1                       1 

Dunlin   2                 1 9 2 1   4   6   25 

Green Sandpiper       1                               1 

Black-headed Gull   15 2 1           12 1 13 25 10 4 9 1 13   106 

Common Gull                         1 1           2 

Turtle Dove       1 1                             2 

Sand Martin       1         1                     2 

Meadow Pipit           1                           1 

Blackbird   3 1 2 1         2   1 2         4   16 

Fieldfare          1   1         1       1       4 

Song Thrush       4                           2   6 

Redwing       2   1 1                     1   5 

Sedge Warbler       2                               2 

Reed Warbler      1 9 2 1   1                     1 15 

Garden Warbler         1     1                       2 

Blackcap       1       1                       2 

Chiffchaff           1     1                       2 

Bearded Tit                                   1   1 

Starling   1 3 3           2         2 2   2   15 

Chaffinch   2 1             1 1 2           2   9 

Goldfinch     1 4 5                             10 

Siskin   1 5               1             1   8 

Linnet     1  1                               21 

Redpoll   1 8 4                           1   14 

Totals 0 26 23 37 12 3 2 5 1 17 4 26 31 12 6 16 1 33 1 256 

 
 
 
   Control/Recovery regions are coded as follows: 

    

Irl  Eire and Northern Ireland  Nor Norway 

Hol The Netherlands Swe Sweden 

Bel Belgium Den Denmark 

Fra France and the Channel Islands 
Bal 

The Baltic Countries (Estonia, Kaliningrad, Latvia & 

Lithuania)  Spa Spain 

Por Portugal Rus Russia (CIS), Belarus & Ukraine 

Ita Italy  Pol Poland 

Mor Morocco Cze The Czech and Slovak Republics 

Tun Tunisia Ger The United Germany 

Fin Finland Oth Other Countries (  Senegal) 
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Country of Origin of Birds Controlled by the Group 1968-2009 
 
 

Species Irl Hol Bel Fra Spa Por Ita Mor Tun Fin Nor Swe Den Bal Rus Pol Cze Ger Oth Totals 

Dunlin   2               2 3 8 1         6   22 

Black-headed Gull   2 5             1   1   7   2   6   24 

Herring Gull                             1         1 

Sand Martin       2                               2 

Robin     1                                 1 

Blackbird   1                                   1 

Redwing     1                                 1 

Sedge Warbler       2                               2 

Reed Warbler         2     1                       3 

Garden Warbler       1                               1 

Blackcap     1                                 1 

Bearded Tit   3                                   3 

Starling   1                                   1 

Chaffinch   1 2 1           1 1   1             7 

Brambling   1                                   1 

Greenfinch       1                               1 

Goldfinch       1                               1 

Siskin 1   1 1               2               5 

Redpoll     2                                 2 

Reed Bunting     1                                 1 

Totals 1 11 14 9 2 0 0 1 0 4 4 11 2 7 1 2 0 12 0 81 

 
 
      Control/Recovery regions are coded as follows: 

    

Irl  Eire and Northern Ireland  Nor Norway 

Hol The Netherlands Swe Sweden 

Bel Belgium Den Denmark 

Fra France and the Channel Islands 
Bal 

The Baltic Countries (Estonia, Kaliningrad, Latvia & 

Lithuania)  Spa Spain 

Por Portugal Rus Russia (CIS), Belarus & Ukraine 

Ita Italy  Pol Poland 

Mor Morocco Cze The Czech and Slovak Republics 

Tun Tunisia Ger The United Germany 

Fin Finland Oth Other Countries ( Senegal) 
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Longevity Records 
 
The following table shows the group longevity records in years and months. There were no changes to the 
records in 2009. Species marked ** are national longevity records. 

 

Species Years Months  Species Years Months 

Bearded Tit 4 10  Long-tailed Tit  7 10 

Black Redstart 1 9  Magpie  1 10 

Black-headed Gull 20 3  Marsh Tit 1 11 

Blackbird  11 6  Meadow Pipit 1 0 

Blackcap 5 10  Merlin 1 7 

Blue Tit  8 6  Mistle Thrush 5 5 

Bullfinch  7 8  Moorhen 3 9 

Canada Goose  13 11  Mute Swan 5 1 

Chaffinch 6 0  Nightingale 1 1 

Chiffchaff  3 3  Nuthatch 2 5 

Coal Tit  4 0  Pied Wagtail 6 11 

Collared Dove 1 3  Red-legged Partridge 0 5 

Common Sandpiper 2 0  Redpoll Sp.  9 5 

Corn Bunting 0 11  Redshank 16 3 

Cuckoo 2 1  Redwing 2 10 

Dunlin  12 7  Reed Bunting 4 7 

Dunnock 7 11  Reed Warbler 9 8 

Fieldfare  1 0  Ringed Plover 8 11 

Garden Warbler 4 10  Robin 6 9 

Goldcrest 3 9  Sand Martin 3 11 

Goldfinch 5 8  Sedge Warbler 4 2 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 8 0  Siskin 6 0 

Great Tit  8 0  Snipe 9 2 

Green Sandpiper  ** 11 3  Song Thrush  15 9 

Green Woodpecker 6 10  Starling 10 2 

Greenfinch 6 2  Stonechat 0 9 

Greylag Goose 14 0  Swallow 1 3 

Hawfinch  0 6  Swift  2 11 

House Martin 3 1  Tree Pipit  1 0 

House Sparrow 1 1  Tree Sparrow 3 6 

Jackdaw  7 5  Treecreeper 6 7 

Jay 11 0  Turtle Dove 2 10 

Kestrel 7 6  Whitethroat  3 0 

Kingfisher 2 4  Willow Tit  2 2 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 1 0  Willow Warbler  5 0 

Lesser Whitethroat  4 9  Woodpigeon 5 0 

Linnet  3 11  Wren 4 2 

Little Owl  5 11  Yellow Wagtail  0 10 

Little Ringed Plover  1 8  Yellowhammer 8 9 
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Summary of Selected Species 
Phil Jones 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 2008 18  2009 38    

A record year with the maximum catch of eight at Crossness and Eynsford. 

            

Swallow    2008 85  2009 155    

2009 was almost double the 2008 total with 88 ringed at Shorne. The pulli total was also good with 67 
ringed. The last good year was when 403 were ringed in 1981 of which 81 were caught at Mucking. 

            

House Martin 2008 0  2009 2    

These birds were caught at Shorne and were the first since 2005. The mid eighties were the period when we 
caught many including 863 in 1986 and 980 in 1984. At this time most birds were trapped at Longreach SF 
and Stonehill. 
            

Meadow Pipit 2008 97  2009 206    

A record year with all birds ringed at Shorne. 

            

Blackbird    2008 270  2009 335    

An excellent year and our best since 371 in 1987. At this time the group carried out extensive winter ringing 
in fruit orchards. The best two sites in 2009 were Bromhey Farm with 107 and Crossness where 56 were 
ringed. 
            

Redwing    2008 16  2009 81    

Similar comments to Blackbird. The 178 caught in 1986 included 128 in the orchards at Stonehill and was 
our last big catch. The largest total was 36 at Shorne.  

            

Song Thrush 2008 76  2009 109    

The recovery from an all time low of eight in 1998 continues. This was our best year since 196 were trapped 
in 1989. Crossness accounted for 43, while both Bromhey Farm and Shorne ringed 17 each. 

            

Cetti's Warbler 2008 8  2009 23    

In line with trends across the UK, this species continues to expand with 38 of the group's total of 43 having 
been in the last three years. Shorne accounted for 12 of the captures and seven were trapped at Higham. 

            

Grasshopper Warbler 2008 0  2009 1    

The group's first since the 1970's was trapped at Shorne. 

            

Whitethroat 2008 201  2009 607    

An incredible year which was a group record. The species had a phenomenal breeding season and catches 
included 303 at Crossness and 199 at Bromhey Farm. 

            

Blackcap    2008 193  2009 397    

This species has been steadily increasing since a low of 74 in 2003. The largest number, predominantly 
passage birds, were 155 trapped at Bromhey Farm and 150 at Crossness. 
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Lesser Whitethroat 2008 27  2009 55    

With an increase in five of the last six years, it is not surprising that the group hit an all time high. The last 
good year was 47 trapped in 1983 when 27 were caught at Thurrock. 

            

Goldcrest    2008 79  2009 18    

Following the hard winter at the beginning of the year, this species certainly experienced a reduction 
throughout the UK. There were also few immigrants from the Continent during the autumn. Our best site 
was only three at Chalkhurst. 
            

Firecrest    2008 0  2009 1    

A single at Hayes was the first since two in 1989 when singles were caught at Longreach SF and Sevenoaks. 

            

Pied Flycatcher 2008 0  2009 1    

Another species that has been missing from the group's totals for a number of years. This was the first since 
one at Sevenoaks in 1998 and was caught at Crossness. 

            

Chaffinch    2008 275  2009 420    

One of the many species that had an excellent breeding season. There were good catches at many sites 
including 159 at Eynsford, 92 at Crossness and 75 at Bromhey Farm. This was our highest total ever and 
contrasts with the small total of only 22 in 2000. 

            

Greenfinch 2008 531  2009 746    

An interesting increase as in large parts of the UK, the population has crashed due to the disease, 
trichomaniasis. This was the best total since 1989 when 757 were ringed. The best site in 1989 was 
Sevenoaks with 278 trapped, this year only two were ringed here! Most of the birds were caught at feeding 
stations with the maximum catch being 323 ringed at Crossness. 

 
 
 

 

Goose Ringing Project 
          Roger Taylor 
 
Every year since 1982 the Dartford Ringing Group has carried out a roundup of the geese at the Sevenoaks 
Wildlife Reserve (previously the Jeffery Harrison Reserve). This involves a large number of ringers, canoeist s 
and other helpers and takes place during the period when the geese are flightless in mid June.  

The tables below show the number of new birds and retraps processed, together with a retrap history showing 
the original ringing year of birds retrapped in 2009.  

                 

Species Adults First Year Retraps Total 

Greylag Goose 30 0 46 76 

Canada Goose 31 12 26 69 

Total    145 

 
 

  Original ringing year of birds recaptured in 2009 

Species Total 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 

Greylag Goose 46 30 5 5 4 0 2 0 0 

Canada Goose 26 6 6 4 2 1 4 2 1 
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Retraps 
The table below shows the year of ringing f or all retraps from 1986 to 2009 and raises some interesting 
questions; why do the number of birds retrapped from the previous year fluctuate so much and why do some 
birds appear in the retrap data each year whilst others are absent for many years after their original ringing 
date, o nly to reappear for several years in a row before finally disappearing altogether; there is obviously a 
lot of scope for further study here.  

Greylag Goose retrap histories 

Year 
ringed 

Year retrapped   

86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 

1982 1 1     1 1     1 1                             

1983                                                 

1984   5 2 3 4 2 1   2                               

1985 1 9 6 4       1 2                               

1986   4 2 2 1                                       

1987     19 9 16 10 4 1 5                               

1988       10 2 1 1   2 1 1   1                       

1989         15 3 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 1                     

1990           7 8 6 5 4 2 1 3 1       1             

1991             21 5 4 5 4 2 2         2             

1992               13 7 10 4 4 4   1 1 1 1             

1993                 19 6 5 2 3 3     1 2   1   1     

1994                   25 15 5 3 1 4 6 4 2     1       

1995                     3 9 8 9 3 4 3 2   1   1     

1996                       3 5 1 1 2 3 1   1 2 1     

1997                         15 8 3 2 7 4   1   1     

1998                           28 10 9 9 7   4 3 2 2   

1999                             14 15 12 12 2 8 6 1     

2000                               14 7 4 1 4 4 2 2   

2001                                 17 13 1 11 10 1 1   

2002                                   12 2 9 8 1     

2003                                     1 13 8 5 3 2 

2004                                                 

2005                                         58 16 12 4 

2006                                           35 7 5 

2007                                             19 5 

2008                                               30 

 
 
As can be seen from Figure 1 below, the number of retraps caught each year fluctuates but of course so does 
the total catch. Figure 1 below plots the number of retraps as a perc entage of the total catch for each year's 
roundup. As one would expect the early years show a gradual increase in the ratio as more ringed birds are 
added to the population. However, once we get to 1993 the ratio begins to fluctuate considerably, with a 
peak of three retraps to each new bird in 1994 and a low of one to one in 1997. This was followed by a 
further three years at almost the same ratio before rising again in 2001 and 2002. In 2004 the catch was very 
small and therefore the number of retraps fro m that year in the population as a whole was much reduced 
and there were more un -ringed birds available to be caught in 2005. There was a return to the long -term 
average in 2006, which is beginning to flatten out at about a ratio of 1.75. A slight falling away in 2007 and 
2008 is followed by a small rise in 2009. 
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Figure 1 

 
 
 
 
Percentage of juvenile birds in the annual catch 
Another interesting extract from the data is the number of juveniles in each yearõs catch. As can be seen 
from Figure 2 below there have been large fluctuations in the percentage of juveniles and no more so than 
between 2007 and 2008. Although in the early  years of the study, the timing of the roundup and the capture 
methods meant that there were either a large number of juveniles or virtually none at all ,  since the late 
1980õs the date of the roundup and the capture method has been relatively consistent. It may be that this 
graph does, to  some extent, reflect the productivity of the Greylags at Sevenoaks . 
Figure 2 

 
 
 
 
And finally :  a big thank-you to all the visiting ringers, canoeists and helpers , who all contributed to the 
success of the 2009 roundup.  
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Crossness Nature Reserve CES Report 
Roger Taylor 

 
A total of 1,894 full -grown birds and 50 nestlings were ringed at Crossness during 2009. This was up by a 
staggering 99.6% on 2008 and 34% greater than the figure for 2006, which had the previous highest annual 
total. This year also saw several unusual species pass through the site on autumn migration. Following two 
very poor years when adult over -winter survival and breeding productivity was low, 2009 saw Crossness 
buzzing with both resident species and s ummer migrants. Although the vegetation had been removed from 
the development site adjacent to the Protected Area this did not appear to affect species composition but 
may have caused some compaction of breeding territories and feeding zones, lifting the c apture totals.  

 
   Annual totals 

Year 
Full 

grown 
Pulli Total 

2002 693 
 

693 

2003 1,064 33 1,097 

2004 1,163 34 1,197 

2005 1,141 52 1,193 

2006 1,395 54 1,449 

2007 1,217 41 1,258 

2008 934 40 974 

2009 1,894 50 1,944 

Totals 9,501 304 9,805 
 
 
  Species capture totals 2009 

Species 
Full 

grown 
Pulli Retraps Totals 

Sparrowhawk 3   3 

Dunlin 25  5 30 

Snipe 1   1 

Stock Dove  4  4 

Woodpigeon 1   1 

Kingfisher 1   1 

Green Woodpecker 1   1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 8  7 15 

Wren 48  52 100 

Dunnock 92  125 217 

Robin 51 5 52 108 

Redstart 1   1 

Blackbird 56  62 118 

Fieldfare 1   1 

Song Thrush 43  11 54 

Redwing 20   20 

Cetti's Warbler 1   1 

Sedge Warbler 82  17 99 

Reed Warbler 228  48 276 

Lesser Whitethroat 21  2 23 

Whitethroat 303  80 383 

Garden Warbler 9  2 11 
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Blackcap 150  55 205 

Chiffchaff 51  16 67 

Willow Warbler 4   4 

Goldcrest 1  3 4 

Pied Flycatcher 1   1 

Long-tailed Tit 20  12 32 

Blue Tit 105  110 215 

Great Tit 57 41 158 256 

Jay 2  2 4 

Magpie 1  1 2 

Starling 5   5 

Chaffinch 92  9 101 

Greenfinch 323  89 412 

Goldfinch 56  1 57 

Linnet 12   12 

Reed Bunting 18  2 20 

Totals 1,894 50 921 2,865 
 
 
 

CES Ringing 
This is the seventh year of the Constant Effort ringing programme at Crossness LNR. Generally the weather 
was favourable for  mist netting but even so, four sessions were adversely affected by wind or rain. All twelve 
core CES visits were completed, comprising some 73.5 hours of fieldwork or 35,280 net -foot hours. The 
overall capture totals were up by 47% on last year, with sign ificant increases in both adult abundance and 
productivity.  
 
 
  CES Visits during 2009 

Visit 
No. 

Date Capture Total 

1 26-Apr-09 52 

2 15-May-09 30 

3 25-May-09 37 

4 31-May-09 61 

5 5-Jun-09 54 

6 28-Jun-09 153 

7 5-Jul-09 150 

8 12-Jul-09 87 

9 26-Jul-09 146 

10 2-Aug-09 169 

11 9-Aug-09 144 

12 21-Aug-09 69 

 
 
Adult abundance 
Although the overall total of adults recorded was up on 2008 some resident species were down in number, 
which is not surprising  considering that both of the previous two years were poor for productivity and the 
species cohort would have been considerably depleted. Although numbers of adults recorded for many 
species is small, there were notable reductions in Song Thrush and Greenf inch. However, despite much 
concern the more common summer migrants returned in better shape than might have been expected, with 
Reed Warbler up 8.3%. Blackcap up 64.7% and Whitethroat up a very pleasing 118.8%. These figures for 
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migrant species somewhat bucked the national trend as reported by the BTO, where significant declines in 
adult Reed Warbler and Blackcap were recorded. Even our Sedge Warbler numbers were up and it was 
pleasing to record a number of breeding territories at new locations within the protected area as numbers of 
this species had fallen away sharply over the seven years of the study. Wren and Dunnock were also up on 
last year and had survived well during what was a mild winter.  
 
Breeding productivity 
This was a bumper year in many respects, with productivity up 57% overall and some species having the best 
breeding season since records began. That said, amongst the resident species there were some inexplicable 
falls in the number of juveniles caught during CES sessions, with Wren, Dunnock and Robin being the most 
prominent examples. Conditions during the spring and summer appeared to be ideal, with the weather warm 
but not unduly dry. Non -CES capture totals for Dunnock and Robin were above average but not so for Wren, 
where both adult and juvenile totals were below the norm. For the first time House Sparrows did not put in 
their usual appearance in early summer when they have come to the site to collect Peacock butterfly 
caterpillars to feed to their chicks. Summer migrants had a spectacular year with large numbers of juvenile 
Reed Warbler, Whitethroat and Blackcap present throughout the late summer and early autumn. Sedge 
Warbler numbers were the best ever, with 64 young birds recorded. In addition to our usu al species, this year 
produced a couple of ôspecialsõ, with singles of Redstart and Pied Flycatcher - a Wood Warbler would have 
completed the western -woodland trio.  
 
 CES Captures 2009 with a comparison with the previous year 

  
Species 

2008 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

2009 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

% Change 

Adults Juveniles Total Adults Juveniles Total Adults Juveniles 

Woodpigeon 1 1 2           

Gt. Sp Woodpecker       2 5 7     

Wren 15 35 50 16 14 30 6.7% -60.0% 

Dunnock 16 33 49 18 27 45 12.5% -18.2% 

Robin 6 31 37 5 26 31 -16.7% -16.1% 

Redstart         1 1     

Blackbird 6 9 15 15 10 25 150.0% 11.1% 

Song Thrush 6 6 12 4 5 9 -33.3% -16.7% 

Sedge Warbler 2 6 8 14 50 64 600.0% 733.3% 

Reed Warbler 36 57 93 39 98 137 8.3% 71.9% 

Lesser Whitethroat 3 5 8 2 9 11 -33.3% 80.0% 

Whitethroat 16 69 85 35 151 186 118.8% 118.8% 

Garden Warbler 4 4 8   6 6   50.0% 

Blackcap 17 48 65 28 65 93 64.7% 35.4% 

Chiffchaff 3 7 10 7 14 21 133.3% 100.0% 

Willow Warbler 1 6 7 1 1 2   -83.3% 

Pied Flycatcher         1 1     

Long-tailed Tit 7 27 34   2 2   -92.6% 

Blue Tit 8 16 24 3 43 46 -62.5% 168.8% 

Great Tit 7 30 37 5 39 44 -28.6% 30.0% 

Jay       1   1     

Magpie         1 1     

Starling       1 4 5     

House Sparrow   6 6         -100.0% 

Chaffinch 3 9 12 4 7 11 33.3% -22.2% 

Greenfinch 29 63 92 26 131 157 -10.3% 107.9% 

Goldfinch 1 4 5 5 26 31 400.0% 550.0% 

Linnet 1 1 2   2 4 6 100.0% 300.0% 

Bullfinch         
  

  5 5   
  

    

Reed Bunting 5 1 6 5   5     

Totals 193 474 667   238 745 983   23.3% 57.2% 
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Retraps 
One of the more  important aspects of ringing is the subsequent recording of birds previously ringed (retraps). 
The majority of small passerines do not live very long and in many cases the average life expectancy would 
be less than twelve months. Nevertheless, these short -term records are valuable, as they help estimate 
survival rates, site fidelity and longevity. During 2009 there were 177 records of birds ringed at Crossness in 
previous years and these are listed in the table below.  
 
Most notable amongst these records are a Dunlin ringed on 26th February 2003. From 2004 a Blackbird ringed 
as a juvenile on 25 th July, a Reed Warbler ringed on 15 th August and two Whitethroats, one of which was 
ringed as an adult male on 2 nd May and has bred on the site in every year since t hen. Remarkably there were 
two Blue Tit records from 2004 both of which were ringed as adult males and also a Great Tit, ringed as a 
nestling in one of the boxes on 15 th May and recorded on sixteen separate occasions since that date. Once 
again there was a poor showing for Greenfinch, with the majority of the 2008 records being same -winter 
retraps and very few returns from previous years, considering the number of birds ringed.  
 
 Birds ringed in previous years and retrapped in 2009 

Species 
Year ringed 

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 

Dunlin 
 

2 
 

1 
 

1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 2 
     Wren 11 4 1 

   Dunnock 9 11 2 5 
  Robin 3 1 1 

   Blackbird 4 7 4 4 1 
 Song Thrush 2 1 

    Sedge Warbler 
  

1 
   Reed Warbler 4 4 

  
1 

 Whitethroat 7 3 2 2 2 
 Blackcap 5 2 1 

   Goldcrest 3 
     Long-tailed Tit 4 1 

    Blue Tit 7 5 1 1 2 
 Great Tit 10 2 5 2 1 
 Jay 1 1 

    Chaffinch 2 1 
    Greenfinch 14 

 
1 2 

  Reed Bunting 1 
     

 

Nest recording 
A small number of nest boxes have been in place on the reserve since 2003 but the take up has been 
generally poor. Crossness is not ideal tit habitat and whilst there are good numbers of both Blue and Great 
Tit present during the winter this is as a result of a continuous artificial food supply and in the spring the 
numbers fall away to just a few pairs. Great Tit has been the dominant species, and in recent years few Blue 
Tit pairs have attempted to nest. Survival rates to fledging are well below those found for these species in 
good quality woodland habitat. Apart from the two pairs of Stock Dove that bred in the owl boxes in 2009, 
the only other species nesting in artificial sites is the Barn Owl and we have been lucky to have a pair breed 
in 2005 and 2007, with two broods produced in 2007. Successful breeding for this species is dependent on a 
number of factors, one of which is the presence of voles in sufficient numbers early in the year to provide 
the female with sufficient food so that she is in good condition and has some confid ence in a good supply for 
feeding the chicks. Vole numbers tend to be cyclical and so we can only hope that another good year will 
occur in the near future. Other nests recorded are chance findings of open nests and it is hoped that the 
number of these rec orded will increase now that there are more pairs of eyes present in the reserve ð please 
do report any observations of nesting activity to the warden or myself .  
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Mereworth Wood Conservation Report 
Bob Francis 

This report was initially prepared for the Mini stry of Defence  
 

Dormice 

Year Dormice* 
Evidence of 

breeding 
dormice 

Nests 
without 

dormice* 

October 
dormouse 

count 
Other small mammals 

2002 10 No 7 3 3 wood mice 

2003 6 Yes 1 4 None 

2004 12 Yes 8 9 
2 adult +2 baby yellow -necked 

mice 

2005 11 Yes 2 9 1 adult yellow -necked mouse 

2006 8 Yes 3 3 None 

2007 26 Yes 13 9 None 

2008 7 Yes 10 3 None 

2009 8 Possible 17 1 None 

 
Monthly inspection of the dormouse boxes is carried out between April and November in line with National 
Dormouse Monitoring Scheme protocols.  The figures marked by  * refer to dormouse/nest encounters and will 
include double counting month to month.  The October count is of individual dormice and is the one used by 
the scheme for site comparison.  Of the 22 dormouse boxes at Mereworth Woods, six (27%) were used by 
dormice. Of the six  dormouse-occupied boxes, dormice were found in five , with the other containing an 
unoccupied nests. One lactating female occupied a box but no young were found on subsequent visits. There 
were at least three individual dormice among the eight  encounters during the eight monitoring sessions, two 
males and one female.  
 

 
 
 
 
All the nests were found at the northern end of the hazel -coppiced area (sector 24) which was coppiced 
10/11  years ago.  
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Bird Count 2009 

Breeding Birds 
Visitors and non-proven 

breeders 

Pheasant Coal Tit Turtle Dove Sparrowhawk 

Woodcock (2 males) Long-tailed Tit  Dunnock Buzzard 

Stock Dove Nuthatch Greenfinch  

Wood Pigeon Song Thrush Goldfinch  

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Robin Chaffinch  

Tawny Owl Wren  

 
 
At least 31 bird species 
bred on MOD land and 
another 2 species visited 
or over-flew  
 

Nightjar (1 churring 
male) 

Mistle Thrush  

Green Woodpecker Blackbird  

Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Blackcap  

Carrion Crow Whitethroat   

Jay Willow Warbler   

Great Tit  Chiffchaff   

Blue Tit  Goldcrest   

 
 
Nightjars 
This species has bred on the MOD land in the past but have always preferred the plantations in Laybourne 
Woods where larger blocks of conifers are clear -felled .  Until recently,  these plantations were too old to 
provide optimum habitat for nightjars  but an area of conifer s was clear-felled in 2006 and this has allowed 
the nightjars to return. One churring male was encountered on 12 th June, being chased by a female. Two 
nightjars were ringed in 2009, both females and both with brood patches.  
 
Bird Boxes 
Twenty-three tit boxes, 22 dormouse-type boxes and one triangular owl box are in place at Merew orth 
Woods. Of the tit boxes, 15 (68 %) were occupied and eight  of the 22 dormouse boxes were also occupied by 
tits. There were 12 Blue Tit nests and 10 Great Tit nests; two  boxes were abandoned at the egg stage, one 
Great Tit and one species unknown: no nests were abandoned at the chick stage . The triangular owl box was 
checked once and contained two  Stock Dove chicks and these were ringed.  Most of the tit fledgling s were 
also ringed.  
 

Year 
Boxes 

undamaged 
Boxes 

occupied 

1st lay 
date Blue 

Tit 

Blue Tit 
eggs 

Blue 
Tits 

fledged 

1st lay 
date 

Great Tit 

Great 
Tit eggs 

Great Tits 
fledged 

2001 35 23 (66%)** 18/4  160 122 16/4  17 11 

2002 22 19 (86%)** 10/4  119 56 14/4  56 47 

2003 40 31(74%)** 7/4  191 132 11/4  60 42 

2004  40 28 (70%)** 17/4  154 90 22/4  58 38 

2005 40 31 (78%)** 13/4  192 125 15/4  60 28 

2006 40 31 (78%)** 18/4  196 136 16/4  58 40 

2007 45 30 (66.6%)** 12/4  168 116 12/4  70 30 

2008 45 30 (66.6%)** 7/4  197 79 23/04  75 40 

2009 45 24 (53.3%)** 5/4  139 125 13/04  90 72 

     ** this figure is artificially low and distorted as it includes dormouse boxes.  
 
The number of Blue Tit nests has declined significantly since last year (down from 19 to 12 boxes) while the 
number of Great Tit nests has remained roughly the same. T he egg/fledging survival has increased this year 
from 40% to 89.9% for Blue Tit  and from 40% to 89% for Blue Tit and from 69% to 80% for Great Tit.  
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Nest Monitoring 2009 
Neil Burchett, Bob Francis,  Derek McWalter & Roger Taylor 

 
In 2009 the boxes at all of our sites were checked on a regular basis during the breeding season and in most 
cases the pulli were ringed. In total 237  nest were recorded containing 1,793 eggs and from which 1,354  pulli 
eventually fledged.   
 
Pulli survival in 2009 
The calculated (indicative) survival rates for the all nests monitored in 2009  are shown in the table below.  
 

Place Nest 
Count 

Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Average 
Eggs 

Average 
Pulli 

Avg. 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledg 
Survival 

Egg/Fledg 
Survival 

 

Species 

Brook Farm 

 
Blue Tit 1 9 9 8 9 9 8 100.00% 88.90% 88.90% 

 
Kestrel 1 5 3 3 5 3 3 60.00% 100.00% 60.00% 

 
Starling 1 6 5 5 6 5 5 83.30% 100.00% 83.30% 

 
Swallow 8 36 35 35 4.5 4.4 4.4 97.20% 100.00% 97.20% 

 
Totals: 11 56 52 51 5.1 4.7 4.6 

   
Blindley Heath Cricket Club 

          

 
Starling 2 9 4 3 4.5 2 1.5 44.40% 75.00% 33.30% 

 
Totals: 2 9 4 3 4.5 2 1.5 

   
near Dormansland 

          

 
Blue Tit 4 40 40 28 10 10 7 100.00% 70.00% 70.00% 

 
Great Tit 2 16 14 12 8 7 6 87.50% 85.70% 75.00% 

 
Tawny Owl 1 2 2 0 2 2 0 100.00% 

  

 
Totals: 7 58 56 40 8.3 8 5.7 

   Crossness Sewage Works, Thamesmead 
        

 
Canada Goose 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Great Tit 7 61 57 49 8.7 8.1 7 93.40% 86.00% 80.30% 

 
Mallard 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 

   

 
Stock Dove 2 4 4 4 2 2 2 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 11 72 66 58 6.5 6 5.3 

   Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone 
          

 
Blackbird 1 4 0 0 4 0 0 

   

 
Woodpigeon 2 4 1 1 2 0.5 0.5 25.00% 100.00% 25.00% 

 
Totals: 3 8 1 1 2.7 0.3 0.3 

   
Hayes 

          

 
Blue Tit 13 137 120 118 10.5 9.2 9.1 87.60% 98.30% 86.10% 

 
Great Tit 9 64 56 41 7.1 6.2 4.6 87.50% 73.20% 64.10% 

 
Wren 4 23 10 10 5.8 2.5 2.5 43.50% 100.00% 43.50% 

 
Totals: 26 224 186 169 8.6 7.2 6.5 

   
Jubilee Park 

          

 
Blue Tit 6 74 58 58 12.3 9.7 9.7 78.40% 100.00% 78.40% 

 
Great Tit 13 120 81 81 9.2 6.2 6.2 67.50% 100.00% 67.50% 

 
Totals: 19 194 139 139 10.2 7.3 7.3 

   
Kemsing 

          

 
Barn Owl 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 



D.R.G. Ringing Report 2009 

Page  32 

Place Nest 
Count 

Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Average 
Eggs 

Average 
Pulli 

Avg. 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledg 
Survival 

Egg/Fledg 
Survival 

 

Species 

 
Kestrel 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 2 8 8 8 4 4 4 

   Knights, Nags Hall 
          

 
Blue Tit 3 27 24 24 9 8 8 88.90% 100.00% 88.90% 

 
Great Tit 3 17 12 12 5.7 4 4 70.60% 100.00% 70.60% 

 
Jackdaw 2 7 3 2 3.5 1.5 1 42.90% 66.70% 28.60% 

 
Totals: 8 51 39 38 6.4 4.9 4.8 

   
Knockholt 

          

 
Blackbird 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Pied/White Wagtail 1 4 4 3 4 4 3 100.00% 75.00% 75.00% 

 
Robin 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Swallow 4 19 19 13 4.8 4.8 3.3 100.00% 68.40% 68.40% 

 
Totals: 7 31 31 24 4.4 4.4 3.4 

   
Limpsfield 

          

 
Blue Tit 1 6 6 6 6 6 6 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 1 6 6 6 6 6 6 

   Mereworth Woods 
          

 
Blue Tit 12 139 126 125 11.6 10.5 10.4 90.60% 99.20% 89.90% 

 
Great Tit 10 90 72 72 9 7.2 7.2 80.00% 100.00% 80.00% 

 
Totals: 22 229 198 197 10.4 9 9 

   Newhouse Farm 
          

 
Swallow 4 20 19 14 5 4.8 3.5 95.00% 73.70% 70.00% 

 
Totals: 4 20 19 14 5 4.8 3.5 

   
Oxleas Wood 

          

 
Blue Tit 8 104 87 86 13 10.9 10.8 83.70% 98.90% 82.70% 

 
Great Tit 23 235 208 195 10.2 9 8.5 88.50% 93.80% 83.00% 

 
Totals: 31 339 295 281 10.9 9.5 9.1 

   Pains Hill 
          

 
Collared Dove 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 

   
Near Ruxley 

          

 
Canada Goose 6 24 6 6 4 1 1 25.00% 100.00% 25.00% 

 
Coot 23 50 38 38 2.2 1.7 1.7 76.00% 100.00% 76.00% 

 
Mute Swan 1 6 6 6 6 6 6 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 30 80 50 50 2.7 1.7 1.7 

   
South Park 

          

 
Spotted Flycatcher 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 

   Sundridge Park 
          

 
Blue Tit 12 109 75 74 9.1 6.3 6.2 68.80% 98.70% 67.90% 

 
Great Tit 9 71 60 45 7.9 6.7 5 84.50% 75.00% 63.40% 

 
Totals: 21 180 135 119 8.6 6.4 5.7 

   
Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve 
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Place Nest 
Count 

Total 
Eggs 

Total 
Pulli 

Total 
Fledged 

Average 
Eggs 

Average 
Pulli 

Avg. 
Fledged 

Egg/Pulli 
Survival 

Pulli/Fledg 
Survival 

Egg/Fledg 
Survival 

 

Species 

 
Blue Tit 7 61 58 45 8.7 8.3 6.4 95.10% 77.60% 73.80% 

 
Great Tit 15 113 83 77 7.5 5.5 5.1 73.50% 92.80% 68.10% 

 
Totals: 22 174 141 122 7.9 6.4 5.5 

   Tandridge 
          

 
Blue Tit 2 20 18 8 10 9 4 90.00% 44.40% 40.00% 

 
Great Tit 1 9 8 8 9 8 8 88.90% 100.00% 88.90% 

 
Jackdaw 1 4 4 3 4 4 3 100.00% 75.00% 75.00% 

 
Kestrel 1 3 0 0 3 0 0 

   

 
Starling 1 4 4 4 4 4 4 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 
Totals: 6 40 34 23 6.7 5.7 3.8 

   Tedham Farm, Whitewood 
          

 
Barn Owl 1 5 3 3 5 3 3 60.00% 100.00% 60.00% 

 
Tawny Owl 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 100.00% 50.00% 50.00% 

 
Totals: 2 7 5 4 3.5 2.5 2 

   

 
Grand Total: 237 

   
The majority of the pulli ringed by the group are Blue or Great Tit s and the ratio of these species using our 
nest boxes has changed over the years. The graph below shows that 48 % of the tit pulli ringed in 2009  were 
Great Tit  and there is some evidence that it is stabilising around this figure.  
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Ringing in South West Spain with Richard Banham 
Mary Lockwood 

 
The lunchtime flight from London Heathrow landed at Gibraltar two and a half hours later with a one hour 
time change.  This was the fourth week of October, a normally rainy month in Southern Spain but the 
following five days were clear, sunny and warm.  A quick, comprehensive visit to Morrisonõs supermarket 
(sterling currency) made certain no bird time was ôwastedõ shopping and with the well-appointed and 
comprehensively equipped apartment only half an hourõs drive along the Mediterranean coast into Spain all 
was ready for next morning.  
  
South West Spain has a large residential bird population and is a migration h ot spot.  By late October most 
warblers have departed southwards and the finches and thrushes have begun to arrive from the north.  The 
net rides were well sited and scenically beautiful.  The first habitat was thorny scrub interspersed with 
berried shrubs whose vicious thorns were mitigated by the heady aroma of sage.  There were Robins 
(Erithacus rubecula) on passage and browner tinged primary coverts compared to the olive tinge of adults 
was an extra ageing aid in more difficult birds.   Resident Stonech ats (Saxicola torquata) were the subspecies 
rubicola .  The moulted pinkish breast and throat of a first year Subalpine Warbler ( Sylvia cantillans) 
indicated a male and worn flight feathers, brownish outer tail feathers and an iris which lacked the bright 
colour of the adult again indicated a first year bird.  The Thekla Lark (Galerida theklae)  was distinguished 
from the Crested Lark (Galerida cristata) by its bill size, its greyish rather than pale rust under wing and its 
distinctive tail pattern.  A number  of resident Sardinian Warblers (Sylvia melanocephala) were a delight and 
Svensson does not mention the pale yellowish colour of the feet and legs of young birds when compared to 
adults.   
 
Another day and another habitat were the coastal estuarine reed beds, with an unlikely but superb ringing 
base under a gazebo on a largely deserted beach.  The throat of the Bluethroat (Luscinia svecica), which 
gives the bird its name, as well as the greater coverts need close inspection when ageing and sexing this 
species.  Several Penduline Tits (Remiz pendulinus) which breed in central Spain were winter visitors.  
Juvenile birds can moult completely but look for retained primary coverts or an old alula feather, as well as 
the head pattern and colour to indicate a first  year bird.  The head pattern of the Cirl Bunting (Emberiza 
cirlus)  with its blue lower bill was a contrast to the grey and black of the Rock Bunting (Emberiza cia) caught 
in a beautiful narrow river valley with the overriding, smell of fresh mint.  Grey W agtails (Motacilla cinerea)  
hunted the waterõs edge and Kingfishers (Alcedo atthis) streaked along the river bed.  Cettiõs Warbler (Cettia 
cetti)  raised again the question of ageing ð look for a difference between the inner primary coverts (the 
outer tend to bleach) and alula tract compared to the greater coverts, also look for a difference in the age of 
the under tail coverts;   in recently fledged birds look at the colour of the margins of the upper mandible and 
note that the adult wings and tail tend to have greyer and more glossy feather centres.  A much wider river 
valley with banks of tamarisk was the fourth and final site and it was here that the presence of White 
Wagtails (Motacilla alba alba)  prompted the successful setting of an extra net.  
 
By far the most common birds caught were Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla)  and Common Chiffchaff 
(Phylloscopus collybita) ð both species common in UK one may say ð but here there were migrant and 
resident Blackcaps (ssp heineken) although the latter were outnumbered by birds on passage.  However, no 
reliance was placed on ageing these two species by tail shape (although it could and did help).  If retrapped 
Blackcaps (known to be adult) are aged on tail shape and wear alone many wo uld be incorrectly recorded as 
immature birds.  The adult Blackcap has greyer centred primaries and secondaries, the fringe of new primary 
coverts is the same as that on the greater coverts, the fringing of the primary coverts agrees with that of the 
secondaries, and the amount of wear on the tertials is minimal.  In the case of the Common Chiffchaff very 
dark centres to covert feathers contrast with bright green edges and indicate an adult and it is rare for young 
birds to replace all their greater coverts  (the difficulty is in locating the moult limit).  
 
Detailed biometric data are taken (including the length of the third primary) and of special interest was the 
personal shorthand, which recorded the stage of moult of each bird.  Results are submitted in Microsoft 
Excel.  Rings in Spain are different (and there is no charge for them) for example: Kingfishers have a specific 
ring, which does not need to be overlapped:  Blue Tits ð no escape - are smaller and slightly different ð use 
an AA ring: Great Tits need  a B ring.  One huge difference is the higher light intensity which reveals fine 
differences in feather colour and wear.  There is the opportunity to study different species, and view the 
well known a little differently.  The variations in familiar bir ds, only one thousand miles further south, 
remind one that there is always much more to be learned.  
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Nets are set before dawn (unwary owls and nightjars  beware) and the morning session finishes according to 
weather conditions.  Then lunch allows time for d iscussion before returning to base.  In the evenings, nets 
are set for the next day where possible or there is roost netting in season.  Cafés and restaurants are within 
easy walking distance for those who are not into cooking.  
 
The cost of the two -bedroom accommodation is affordable and charged per group (not per ringer) as is the 
daily ringing fee. Groups of three ringers can be accommodated but the vehicle is more comfortable with 
two.  The other expense, in addition to food, is the cost of diesel for tr ansport during your stay.  This ringing 
is available due to the expertise and experience of Richard Banham and some of the information in this 
article is his personal communication.   Ringers of all ability are welcome and ringing requests considered.  
You need wellies and a sun hat ð and check the flight times!  
 

Table 1. Species caught during five days of mist netting in south west Spain 

Species Catch Species Catch 

Blackbird 21 Jay 1 

Blackcap 144 Kingfisher 5 

Blackcap Ssp heineken 6 Long-tailed Tit  4 

Blue Tit  5 Penduline Tit  7 

Bluethroat  2 Reed Warbler 2 

Cettiõs Warbler 12 Robin 33 

Chaffinch 5 Rock Bunting 1 

Chiffchaff  53 Sardinian Warbler 32 

Cirl Bunting 1 Serin 3 

Dunnock 1 Song Thrush 3 

Firecrest  1 Stonechat 3 

Garden Warbler 1 Subalpine Warbler 1 

Goldfinch 1 Thekla Lark 1 

Great Tit  1 White Wagtail  3 

Greenfinch 19 Wren 1 

Grey Wagtail 2   

30  Species  375 Birds  

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In an Eynesford Garden 
Mary Lockwood 

 
My garden site is about 110õ x 60õ in size and generously baited throughout the year  with seed, fat, some 
fruit and a water supply.  It  backs on to a heavily walked grass field in a medium sized village within easy 
commuting distance of London.  The aim was to mist net weekly throughout the year and this produced 
nearly 700 birds during 2009. 
 
Almost 300, mainly juvenile, birds were caught in June and July.  Greenfinch and Chaffinch were the most 
frequently caught species  throughout the year closely followed by Blue  Tit and House Sparrow.  Forty 
Blackbirds were ringed, a  few each month, with no sudden increase in June/July compared with 33 Dunnock 
and 40 Great Tit where almost half were caught at this time.  Goldfinch came to the feeders steadily during 
most of the year and a number of Starlings, part of a small flock pre sent in the village, were a bonus.  Other 
visitors were Great Spotted Woodpecker, usually first year birds, nine Blackcap and two Whitethroat .  Single 
Chiffchaff, Coat Tit , Mistle Thrush and Ring-necked Parakeet added extra interest.  Do not scorn your garden!  


